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Blessing for Jerusalem -

The City of the King of Kings

It is customary to recite a blessing for Jerusal&ion) before the Torah is read during
synagogue services, though praying for the welbaderusalem is always an appeal of
theRuach HakodesfHoly Spirit).
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Av ha'rachamim heiti'vah virtzone'kha et-Tziyon,
tivneh chomot yerushala'yim.

ki vekha levad batach'nu, me'lekh el rahm
venisa’ Adon Olamim.

Father of mercies, do good in Thy good pleasure dibn, build
Thou the walls of Jerusalem (Psalm 51:18). For au élone do we
trust, O King, God exalted and uplifted, Mastetha universe.

The Importance of Jerusalem

Jerusalem is central to the Jewish heart. Whegioek Jews pray three
times a day, they always turn toward Jerusaleny @hs keep a small
section of an eastern wall in their house unplastand unpainted
(mizrach)as a sign of mourning for the destruction of tieenple).

The Jewish people close the Passover Seder withdldsBaShanah Haba’ah Bi
Yerushalayim{g-5>wra mean mwa) — “Next Year in Jerusalem!” These same words are
invoked to conclude the holiest day of the JewiséiryYom Kippur. During a Jewish
wedding ceremony, the groom breaks a glass aswgéher token of mourning for the
loss of the former glory of the Temple in Jerusalem

For followers of Yeshua the Messiah, Jerusalerhas'€City of the great King” (Matt
5:35), Zion the excellency of beauty. It is thegalavhere our Savior was crucified,
buried, resurrected, and ascended to heaven itndht of the words of the prophets
and the testimony of the Torah holdays (mo’ediith)s the birthplace of the church (i.e.,
kehillat ha’mashiachmunn n>mp). And it is also the place where Yeshua will oag d
return advlashiach ben Davitb restore the throne of David in Israel.
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24 Reasons Why Jerusalem Matters

Spiritually, Jerusalem, and in particular, Mountab (i.e., the Temple Mount), is
considered the most important place on earth herfallowing reasons:

1. According to the Jewish sages, God began ttaioreof the universe there, and
the bedrock at Moriah is callétlzen ha-Shetiyalithe Foundation Stone,”
referring to the creation of the earth on the Hiray (Isaiah 28:16).

2. The dust of Moriah is said to have been usexldate Adam (who was later
placed in the “garden which lay to the East”). AH be seen, man was created
from the place of his atonement.

3. According to common Jewish tradition, Moriah wlaes place that Adam first
offered sacrifice, as did his sons Cain and Abeldi Noah and Abraham. King
David and Solomon set the altar for the First Tentpére.

4. It was in Jerusalem that Abraham met with Malkbedek (Gen 14:18; Heb 7:1).

5. Abraham offered Isaac on Mount Moriah (Gen 29)-This is known as the
Akedahor “the binding of Isaac” and clearly prefigurég sacrifice of God the
Father of Yeshua His Son.

6. Isaac met his bride there (Gen 24:63-67). Tha picture of the bride of the
Messiah.

7. Jacob had his dream of the ladder to heaver {Gan 28:10-22).

8. According to the Talmud, Jerusalem was name@dxy. The name has two parts:
Yira, which means “to teach,” arsgthhalam,which means “peace.” Jerusalem is
the place where God would teach humanity the megawfipeace, through the
Prince of Peace, Yeshua the Mashiach, and Hisfisacior humanity.

9. King David made Jerusalem the capital of Is(aebam 24:18-25).
10. Solomon built the First Temple there (1 King8;& Chron 3:1-2).

11. Zerubbabel and Nehemiah built the Second Tethplke (Neh 4-6). Later, King
Herod (37-4 BC) remodeled it but the Romans desttalyin 70 AD (the massive
retaining wall (the Kotel or Wailing Wall) that emmpass Mount Moriah is all
that remains of the Second Temple).

12. We are explicitly commanded to pray for thegeeaf Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6).
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13. The LORD Jesus called Jerusalem the “City efGneat King” (Matt 5:35) and had
special affection for it (Matt 23:37). He attendbd festivals there (Luke 2:43,
John 2:23), taught there, and performed His sa@ifiork there (Matt 16:21).

14. Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem, just to ¢nthrof Moriah at Golgatha (Matt
27:33). There is also sound archaeological evidemseppose that the place of
the crucifixion of Jesus was at the summit of MbrMh, probably near the
present-day Damascus Gate.

15. Jesus was raised from the dead in Jerusaleke @4:46-7).
16. Jesus ascended from Mount Olives in Jerusaies (:12).
17. The Church was born in Jerusalem (Acts 1:4;81240).

18. The Apostle Paul kept the Jewish festivals@rémonial laws in Jerusalem
(even after coming to faith in Jesus as His Losde Acts 18:18; 20:6; 21:20-24)
and was willing to be killed there for the sakeJe$us (Acts 21:13).

19. The writer of the book of Hebrews calls Jeraisatthe City of the Living God”
(Heb 12:22).

20. Jerusalem is the place where the Third Tenphai(ation temple) will be built
(Rev 11; Matt 24).

21. Jerusalem is the place where the LORD Jesusgeailn in glory
(Zech 14:4; Acts 1:12; Matt 24).

22. Jerusalem is the place where the Fourth Te(nplnnial temple) will be built
(Ezekiel 40-45).

23. Jerusalem is the name of the coming paradi§&odf which descends upon the
earth after the millennial reign of Messiah (Rex23 21:2, 10).

24. Jerusalem is the most frequently occurringeglaame in the Scriptures, mentioned
over 800 times (Zion is mentioned an additional fifi2s). Note that although
Scripture sometimes calls all of Jerusalem “Zidvit” Zion lies about half a mile to
the West of Moriah. In ancient times a deep vadleyarated Mt. Zion from Mt.
Moriah, but today rubble from Jerusalem's manyrdesons completely fills this
valley. Just east of Mt. Moriah is the Mount of¥@$ which is about 300 feet higher
than the high points of Mt. Zion or Mt. Moriah. dssascended to heaven from the
summit of the Mt. of Olives according to Acts 1:2-dnd will make his triumphant
return to earth from the same location (Zech. 14:4)
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Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem

As believers in the Mashiach Yeshua, we underdtiaaidlerusalem is near and dear to
the LORD God of Israel, and we take heed of thernandment given in the Scriptures
to pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
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Eray for the peace of Jernsalen: they shall prosper that love fhee.
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o-ha-va-yikh yish-la-yu we-ti-sha-la-yim she-lom sha-a-lu

who love you  may they prosper Jeruzalem the peace of Pray for

Trandliterated Blessing:
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et-taiyron bit-tzo ne-kha heitiwah hatacha-mim av
fo Zion i fhy will do good Father of mercies
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ye-ri-shalaivim cho-mot tiv-rieh
the walls of Jenasalem build
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rahin el me-lekh bhatachtn  lewvad we-kha kK
exalfed God — OKing we frust alowe  intow  for
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afworlds Master  and wpliffed
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